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substantial costs on the Federal Govern-
ment and all Americans.

This is a national problem that deserves
a national solution. The House of Rep-

resentatives has already acted. For the sake
of all Americans, it is time for the Senate
to pass meaningful medical reform liability
legislation and get it to my desk.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal

Year 2004 Budget Request
July 9. 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with my constitutional author-
ity and sections 202(c) and (e) of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Financial Management
and Responsibility Assistance Act of 1995
and section 446 of the District of Columbia
Self-Governmental Reorganization Act as
amended in 1989, I am transmitting the
District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2004
Budget Request Act.

The proposed Fiscal Year 2004 Budget
Request Act reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and the
Council of the District of Columbia. For
Fiscal Year 2004, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $5.6 bil-
lion.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
July 9. 2003.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Festus Gontebanye Mogae
of Botswana and an Exchange With Reporters in Gaborone, Botswana

July 10, 2003

President Mogae. Ladies and gentlemen
of the press, honorable Ministers, you are
probably wondering what we have been
talking between the President and I. And
I was just thanking him for, first of all,
visiting us, but above all, for the generous
assistance we have been receiving.

As you know, we are the country in
southern Africa that is most seriously af-
fected by HIV/AIDS, and we are receiving
generous assistance from the United States
Government, who are helping us with the
testing and counseling centers and in which
we are spending about $8 million U.S. a
year, which is about 40 million pula in our
own currency.

They have also responded to a request
for human resources assistance, and they

854

have restored the Peace Corps program.
We are collaborating with our own private
sector, the foundations in the United
States—the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, the Merck Corporation Founda-
tion—for providing us with antiretrovirals
and also with assistance for mounting of
our prevention campaign. That program is
going very well.

I mention that—it is the most impor-
tant—but also we are very grateful for
AGOA, on behalf of ourselves, on behalf
of Africa as a whole, because most African
countries have benefited by AGOA. I was
telling the President that in my view,
AGOA is perhaps the most significant thing
that United States has done for sub-Saha-
ran Africa in recent decades.
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